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General  Statement,  comparative  of  the  last  two  years. 
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ADMISSIONS,  1859-1860. 

Number  ;  Men,  89  ;  Women,  86  ;  Total,  175. 
TABLE  IY. 


1859-60. 

1858-9. 

The  admissions  comprised : — 

M. 

W. 
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M. 
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T. 
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Ages  of  the  Patients  admitted. 
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TABLE  VII. 

DISCHARGES. 


Discharged  : — Men  53;  Women  57  ;  Total  110. 
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DEATHS. 

Died : — Men  30  ;  Women  27  ;  Total  57. 
Ages  at  Death.  Periods  of  Residence. 
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Deaths  in  Mania  and  Melancholia,  23  ;  in  Dementia,  30  ;  in  Idiocy  and  Imbecility,  4. 


Per-centages  of  the  year  and  comparison. 
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ANNUAL  EEPOET,  1859-60. 


The  foregoing  tables  present  results  differing  so  little  from  those  of 
former  years  that  comment  upon  them  is  almost  unnecessary.  The  business 
of  admitting  and  discharging  patients  has  proceeded  in  a  steady  manner ; 
almost  the  same  number  having  been  received  as  in  the  preceding  year, 
whilst  the  discharges  have  been  quite  as  numerous,  and  the  mortality 
nearly  as  low,  as  in  the  very  favourable  year,  1858-59.  The  average  daily 
number  of  patients  has  been  higher,  viz.,  621  against  600. 

There  has  been  sufficient  accommodation  for  the  wants  of  the  county,  and 
there  still  is  an  amount  of  free  space,  enough  for  the  necessary  subdivision 
and  movement  of  the  patients,  and  likely  to  meet  the  demand  (should 
there  be  increase)  for  some  years  to  come. 

The  last  table  (No.  11)  is  an  exception  to  the  opening  remark.  It  is 
the  abstract  of  the  annual  returns  of  public  lunacy  on  the  1st  of  January 
and  it  shows  a  very  large  increase  for  one  year.  It  would  appear  from 
these  returns  that  a  single  twelvemonth  had  added  88  chargeable  insane 
persons,  i.e.,  an  increase  of  rather  more  than  9  per  cent.  To  what  causes 
this  may  be  due  is  not  apparent,  and  it  may  be  suspected  that  the  increase 
is  not  altogether  real,  but  in  considerable  measure  the  difference  occa¬ 
sioned  by  a  less  and  a  greater  strictness  of  account  in  two  successive  years. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  9  patients  escaped  and  were  all  soon  overtaken 
or  found  and  brought  back. 

There  were  4  cases  of  fracture  and  one  of  dislocation.  In  one  fracture 
the  skull  was  broken  by  an  accidental  fall,  and  death  ensued.  The  other 
fractures  were  produced  by  falling  in  fits,  and  one  by  falling  on  a  staircase, 
and  were  of  trifling  consequence.  In  the  case  of  dislocation  one  patient 
had  been  pushed  down  by  another. 
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The  health  of  the  whole  establishment  has  been  excellent ;  but  small¬ 
pox  appeared  in  October,  1859,  attacking  3  patients  and  1  attendant. 
The  patient  in  whom  the  disease  first  appeared  had  been  admitted  three 
weeks,  and  had  had  no  discoverable  communication  with  any  other  infected 
person  since  his  reception.  All  recovered.  Yaccination  was  practised  on 
many  persons. 

A  male  patient  was  found  dead  one  morning,  having  been  suffocated 
by  turning  on  his  face  in  a  fit  in  the  night.  Two  instances  of  suicide 
happened ;  one  in  which  the  patient  cut  his  throat  with  a  penknife,  the 
other  in  which  he  hanged  himself  with  a  sheet  in  his  bedroom,  two 
other  patients  being  present  in  the  room.  Both  were  men,  and  the  two 
accidents  happened  within*  a  week  of  each  other. 

JAMES  E.  HUXLEY,  M.D, 

Superintendent. 

July  19  ih,  1860. 


